

  CITY OF BELLA VILLA
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 23, 2025



CALL TO ORDER 7:05 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
· [bookmark: _Hlk106097413]Mayor Donna Puleo			Present	
· Alderman John Franklin		Present
· Alderman Mary Sikorski    		Absent  (excused)
· Alderman Alice Lotspeich		Present
· Alderman Bill Hansen			Present 
· Alderman Meghan Dunn		Present
· Alderman Patrick Ferguson		Present


OTHERS PRESENT
· Andrew Kinghorn, City Attorney 
· Bob Shockey, Police Chief
· Rich Shular, Assistant Police Chief
· Donna Franklin, Community Development Commissioner 

[bookmark: _Hlk110341465][bookmark: _Hlk165376184]RESIDENTS/PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE (2)

Approval of Minutes from September 25, 2025 Board of Aldermen Meeting
Motion: Patrick Ferguson
Second: Alice Lotspeich
All in favor: 5
Opposed:  0
Motion passed

Approval of Minutes from September 25, 2025 Closed Board of Aldermen Meeting
Motion: Alice Lotspeich
Second: John Franklin
All in favor: 5
Opposed:  0
Motion passed

Approval of Financial Statements from August and September 2025:  
Motion:  Meghan Dunn
Second: Patrick Ferguson
All in favor:  5
Opposed:   0
Motion passed


[bookmark: _Hlk153282178]
Approval of Bills from September 2025: 
Motion: Meghan Dunn
Second: Patrick Ferguson
All in favor: 5
Opposed:  0
Motion passed

MAYOR’S REPORT:   Mayor Puleo
· The Greenway Trash Bash will be held at Appel Park on Saturday, October 25.  Volunteers can sign up on the Greenway’s website.  In the past we have had Scout groups clean up that park; we have had the grass cut there to make trash pickup easier.
· No Parking signs are ready to be installed in the alleys.  Andrew is checking on how they need to be installed.  We cannot install signs on private property but the City does have access to easements.
· Complaints were received about a St Bernard dog on Sandra who barks all night long.  Residents were advised to call the police with their complaint in order to activate a citation being issued. Anonymous complaints cannot result in a citation as there has to be a “victim” making the complaint.
· The homeless groups have been seen coming back, especially under the I-55 overpass on Bayless.  Donna mentioned that Richmond Heights will start issuing a fine not only to panhandlers but also to anyone who gives them anything. She will follow up on it and also with reps from St Louis County on ways to keep the “camps” from coming in. A suggestion was made that we need to install large concrete barriers to keep them out.  That is something that could be considered as well.  Mr. Archer from St Louis County will be invited to the BOA meeting in December to discuss further ways to work on the homeless issues.
· Information was distributed regarding MSD’s Project Clear.  Bella Villa is eligible for                                                $30,000 to be used on various projects.  We will look into this further to see what
      projects are eligible, what the application process looks like, etc.  

· Discussion of renewing Proposition A and including it on the April 2026 ballot.  The City has had this proposition in the past but it needs to be renewed.  Proposition A indicates that no election needs to be held if there are no opponents to those who are running.  (Just one candidate per opening).  If an alderman has been appointed rather than elected, the election would still need to be held however.
Motion to renew Proposition A and include it on the ballot:
Motion:  Meghan Dunn
Second: Alice Lotspeich
All in favor:  5
Opposed:  0
Motion passed

· Donna requested everyone that when they see anyone (contractors, utility workers, etc.) that they stop and ask what company is doing the repair work, what they are doing, and a contact person for the job.  We will then have a contact we can follow up with if city property is damaged and not repaired correctly.  There is a sink hole at 751 Dallas which started after Spire was doing work at that location. 

POLICE REPORT: Chief Shockey
· September stats were distributed. 
· We have hired one part time officer; there is still a vacancy for a full-time officer.
· The mayor asked officers to interact more with residents they see when on patrol.


TREASURER REPORT:  Vacant 

HEALTH AND SANITATION:  Alice Lotspeich 
· Three properties (2 on Ruprecht, 1 on Dallas) have cleaned up their yards.  Another property on Ruprecht is making progress.  We will continue to monitor that they comply with keeping their property cleaned up.
· The property with three violations will be issued citations.  Violations include installing/extending their driveway without a permit, a toilet and other items are accumulating in their front yard and a trailer has been illegally parked on the property.

BUILDING:  John Franklin
· September inspections and permits update given.  See report.

PARKS:  Ray Reeder - absent

STREET AND SEWER:  Ray Reeder - absent 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:   Donna Franklin 
·  She will work on getting more information re: the MSD Project Clear grant process and how to proceed once we determine what projects are eligible.  If we do not use the funds next year, the funds do carry over to the following year.

WARD ONE: 	Alderman Franklin and Alderman Lotspeich
· Nothing to report

WARD TWO:	Alderman Hansen and Patrick Ferguson 
· Patrick inquired if there would be two officers working on Halloween night.  Alice mentioned we needed two to hand out candy:  the Chief will get them scheduled.

WARD THREE:    Alderman Dunn and Alderman Sikorski
[bookmark: _Hlk118195228]Nothing to report.

Donna mentioned that representatives from Ameren came by City Hall to check our lights.  We found that Ameren will upgrade some of our lights at no charge through a program they have. These will be more energy efficient lights; no timeline was given on when the replacement will happen


NEW BUSINESS:  Revising “Peddlers and Solicitors Fees” to $30 daily:

Motion for 1st Reading Title Only    Bill #572     Ord # 551 
Motion: Patrick Ferguson
Second: Meghan Dunn
All if favor: 5	
Opposed:  0
Motion passed

Motion for 2nd Reading Title Only    Bill #572     Ord #551
Motion: Alice Lotspeich
Second: John Franklin
All if favor: 5
Opposed:  0
Motion passed




RESIDENT/PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
A resident thanked Mayor Puleo for all she is doing for the community and her efforts are appreciated.

Motion Made to Not Hold a Closed Session:
Motion:  Meghan Dunn
Second:  Alice Lotspeich
All in favor:  5
Opposed:    0
Motion Passed

Next Meeting:  Thursday, December 11, 2025   7:00 pm    
This will combine the usual 4th Thursday meetings in November and December due to the holidays.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 


Mayor Puleo ____________________	City Clerk Clemens:  ______________________

Date: 	________________________	Date: __________________________________
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