	
		

  CITY OF BELLA VILLA
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 26, 2026



CALL TO ORDER 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
· [bookmark: _Hlk106097413]Mayor Donna Puleo			Present	
· Alderman John Franklin		Present
· Alderman Alice Lotspeich		Present
· Alderman Bill Hansen			Present 
· Alderman Meghan Dunn		Absent  (excused)
· Alderman Patrick Ferguson		Present

OTHERS PRESENT
· Andrew Kinghorn, City Attorney 
· Bob Shockey, Police Chief
· Rich Shular, Assistant Police Chief
· Donna Franklin, Community Development Commissioner 
· Michelle Clemens, City Clerk
· 
[bookmark: _Hlk110341465][bookmark: _Hlk165376184]RESIDENTS/PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE (4)   See sign-in sheet

Approval of Minutes from December 2025 meeting:  
Motion:  Patrick Ferguson
Second: Alice Lotspeich
All in favor:  4
Opposed:  0
Motion passed           
(No meeting held in January)

Approval of Financials from December 2025 & January 2026:
Motion:  Patrick Ferguson
Second:  Alice Lotspeich
All in favor:  4
Opposed:  0
Motion passed

[bookmark: _Hlk153282178]Approval of Bills from December 2025  & January 2026: 
Motion: Patrick Ferguson
Second: John Franklin
All in favor: 4
Opposed:  0
Motion passed



MAYOR’S REPORT:   Mayor Puleo
· The Mayor requested that the police be aware that there are people hanging out near Republic’s property, putting up tents, littering, etc.  Ray has been cleaning it up but it has been an ongoing issue.  This is near the park and field.  She asked that they try to keep people out.
· We will be working on putting together a newsletter again. Mary Sikorski handled this in the past and family members are checking her computer to see if they can locate any files related to past newsletters.  A new newsletter could contain information regarding trash pick-up, reminders to bring in empty trash cans, recycling, etc.  Some cans are being stolen by being left at the curb too long and residents are charged $35 for a replacement can.  They can let Donna know if they are missing a can or if they know of someone not taking their cans in and she can contact them.
· Utility poles are being replaced all along Avenue H.  Ameren has easements to property and sidewalks will be replaced where needed.  Lights are being replaced as part of the project. 

POLICE REPORT: Chief Shockey
· Reports were distributed for the last two months.
· A police car is in the shop waiting for a new alternator, which is out of stock with no timeline given of when one will be available.

TREASURER REPORT:  None 

HEALTH AND SANITATION:   
· Two properties are need of a clean-up letter from Alice Lotspeich:  719 Ruprecht and 754 Dallas
· In response to a question, it was clarified that all dogs need to be leashed when outside a fenced yard.  If a dog is aggressive, they also must be kept under their owner’s control even if in a fenced yard.  Owners can be given a citation if they ignore city notices regarding controlling their dog.

BUILDING:  John Franklin
· Report was distributed listing addresses and inspections done in the City.

PARKS:    No Update

STREET AND SEWER:  
· Sewer lateral update:  There are two properties that STL County has put on hold as they will not comply with pumping out their septic tanks.
· 724 Bella Villa is getting pumped on the 1st and two others are in line.
· After that time, we will have only 3 on the list.  The City informs homeowners who is on the list next and how to proceed.
· We are waiting for bids to come in to fix the larger potholes.  Ray and Donna can work on the small ones.


WARD ONE: 	Alderman Franklin and Alderman Lotspeich
· Nothing to report

WARD TWO:	Alderman Hansen  
· Nothing to report

[bookmark: _Hlk118195228]WARD THREE:  Alderman Ferguson 
· Nothing to report


Resolution To Amend Ordinance re: Inmate Housing Fee
St Louis County voted to increase the fee it charges municipalities for housing inmates with arrest warrants in those cities.  The previous fee of $50 per day has been increased to $75 per day.  It was clarified that only those wanted for felonies are held. The Board was asked to vote on whether to approve a resolution to amend the current Ordinance 360 to agree to the increased fee of $75.

Motion to approve $75 Inmate Housing Fee
Motion:  Alice Lotspeich
Second: Bill Hanson
All in favor:  4
Opposed:  0
Motion passed       


RESIDENT/PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
A resident of unincorporated St Louis County was attending to call attention to the Schnucks property on Lemay Ferry near Telegraph.  She has seen drug activity, homeless tents and now people are using the area to dump things such as mattresses.  She has been in contact with South County Police Precinct several times and nothing has been improved.  That area is not in Bella Villa city limits so the city is limited in what we can do but could keep an eye on it.


Motion Made to Adjourn to a Closed Session:
Motion:  Alice Lotspeich
Second: John Franklin
All in favor:  4 
Opposed:    0
Motion Passed

Next Meeting:  Thursday, March 26, 2026   7:00 pm    

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 


Mayor Puleo ____________________	City Clerk Clemens:  ______________________

Date: 	________________________	Date: __________________________________


 
1



{00475306.DOC;1}{
